i26                        S A TAR A DISTRICT
994,000 in 1876-7 to 775,000 in 1877-8. In 1878 the cultivated area fell short of that in 1876 by about 18,400 acres,
In the famine of 1896-7 the District again suffered severely. In December, 1896, the number on relief works was 6,700. It rose to 27,000 in April, 1897, and then began to fall. The number on charitable relief was 5,000 in September, 1897. The last scarcity occurred in 1899-1900, when the late rains failed. The drought was specially marked in the region east of the Kistna river. Relief works were necessary in 1899. By May, 1900, 47,000 persons were on works, excluding 8,000 dependents and 2,000 in receipt of gratuitous relief. The latter number rose to 17,000 in September. The distress continued till October, 1901, owing to the capricious rainfall of 1900. The total cost of the famine was estimated at 16 lakhs, and the advances to agriculturists and remissions of land revenue amounted to 18 lakhs. It is calculated that there was a mortality of nearly 30,000 in excess of the normal during the period, and that 200,000 cattle died.
The Collector's staff usually includes three Assistants or Deputies. The District is divided into eleven talukas : namely, KARAD, VALVA, . . SATARA, WAI, JAVLI, KHANAPUR, KOREGAON, PATAN, minis ra ion. -- j^HATAOj aruj TASGAON. The talukas of Valva
and Wai include the petty divisions (pethas) of Shirala and KhandaJa, and Javli includes Malcolmpeth. The Collector is Political Agent for the Aundh and Phaltan States.
The District and Sessions Judge is assisted for civil business by an Assistant Judge, one Subordinate Judge under the Deccan Agriculturists' Relief Act, and eight other Subordinate Judges. There are usually 34 magistrates to administer criminal justice. The usual forms of crime are hurt, theft, and mischief. Dacoity is common in the southern portion of the District.
Before the rise of the Marathas and during their supremacy many surveys were made of parts or the whole of the Satara territory, apparently with the object of readjusting rather than of altering the assessment, which, under the name of kamdl or rack rental, had remained the same for years. No accurate account of the Bijapur survey remains, but the standard of assessment was continued in some villages to the end of the Peshwas' rule (1818). When Sivaji took the country (1655) he made a new but imperfect survey on the model of Malik Ambar's, fixing two-fifths of the produce or its equivalent in money as the government share. The Mughals introduced the system of Todar Mai, fixing the assessment, not by measurement as in the districts conquered earlier, but by the average produce or its equivalent in money. In some cases Aurangzeb raised the rents for a few years as high as he could, and this amount was ever afterwards entered in